
Dear Friend of Music in the Schools, 

It’s hard to believe that almost a year has passed since I started my position at Music in 
the Schools.  These past many months have seen some exciting developments in our 
program that bode well for our continued involvement with Ravenswood. 

Because of regular meetings with both the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent 
of the district, MIS has become a stronger voice in the community in our advocacy for 
comprehensive Music education for all of the Ravenswood students.  We are now one of 
the key community partners in the district.  I’ve been able to foster productive working 
relationships with the school principals, as well as relationships with other district 
employees.    

Our teaching staff is making quite a splash this year, as well.  Michel Hardbarger not only 
teaches K – 2 Music at three schools in the district, she leads two lunchtime ukulele clubs 
at Willow Oaks School.  The clubs are packed with students who are eager to learn, and 
are already mastering full songs.  Our violin program is stronger than ever thanks to the 
recruiting efforts of Shelly Crouse-Monarez, who serves as both our after-school strings 
program teacher and one of our general Music teachers.  Erik Egol is leading 4th – 6th 
graders at Belle Haven through wonderful lessons that incorporate percussion, movement 
and World music exploration; and Thomas Shoebotham is introducing 3rd – 5th grade 
students at Brentwood Elementary to Music through a well-scaled Kodaly program.  This 
is the first year for Music at Brentwood, and the students love it.  

We’re also implementing more professional development opportunities for our teachers, 
to help them stay current with best-teaching practices and material.  To that end, our next 
workshop will held in January, led by Patricia Pietrzyk – a member of our Board and a 
long-time, highly regarded Music teacher recently retired from Castilleja school.    

I, along with the MIS Board, see many more opportunities to expand our work in RCSD.  
We are fortunate to have enthusiastic support, in particular, from the district’s 
Superintendent who fully understands the necessity for Music to be part of an holistic 
education program for all students.  We’re planning more growth and outreach, and I 
look forward to keeping you informed of our triumphs, as we help more students better 
their lives through Music education. 

Thank you for your continued support of our work. 

Oh, and when you have a moment, “like” us on Facebook! 

Sincerely, 

Kay Kleinerman, Ed.D. - Managing Director 


