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Dear Friend of Music in the Schools, 

“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” This well known bumper sticker quote is often attributed 
to Gandhi. Gandhi actually said, “As a man changes his own nature, so does the attitude of the world 

change toward him.” This conveys an entirely different, richer meaning: Personal and social transformation 
go hand in hand. Gandhi knew while one person can affect small changes, social change requires many 
people working together with discipline and persistence. That’s exactly the work of the Music in the 
Schools Foundation (MIS). As we change individual lives, change ripples through the community. 

WHY MUSIC? Music education rewires the brain, improving its internal networking and building 
capacities that are routinely deployed in memory and executive functions (planning, strategizing, and 
integrating social and emotional information). Music education also improves language processing, 
leading to improved critical listening, reading and comprehension. As music helps children develop 
discipline, persistence, and creativity, it  also  teaches  them  to  “play”  well  together! 

WHY RAVENSWOOD? This is a vibrant community which lacks the economic resources to provide the 
complete educational experience all children deserve. Ravenswood is our neighboring community — 
when neighbors struggle, good neighbors respond. Music has the power to build community, a basic 
human need. To pre-adolescent and adolescent youth, a sense of belonging overrides many other 
needs. MIS is responding, knowing participation in an active music community provides structure, 
goals, common purpose, social ties, and leadership opportunities, while fostering a positive self-image. 

Participation in a school-based musical community provides the healthy, supportive environment for 
children who might be struggling with overwhelming issues at home. One of my own piano students, 
a former East Palo Alto resident, told me it seemed strangely quiet at night after they moved away – 
no gunshots. For most of us this is not normal; for many of these children, it is. The arts can provide 
a source of beauty, a refuge in times of stress.  

WHY MIS? For nearly two decades, MIS has been providing music education to children in the Ravenswood 
City School District, demonstrating to teachers, administrators, parents and students the importance and 
effectiveness of music education. This year we are on track to provide 1,500 hours of high quality music 
instruction (general music, strings, ukuleles, and intro to band) for students pre-K-7, at five district sites. 

This has been an exciting year! Thanks to a grant from the Peery Foundation, we are thrilled to 
introduce Kay Kleinerman, Ed. D., our first Managing Director. Kay comes to MIS with extensive 
experience and expertise in designing music programs, child development, and educational leadership. 
She has already created a closer working relationship with the RCSD administration and faculty, and 
strengthened the atmosphere of collaboration within our teaching team. Please read her enclosed 
letter for exciting details! 

WHY DONATE? Gandhi also said, “We  need  not  wait  to  see  what  others  do.” Transform the lives of 
over 1,200 of your neighbors and their families. If you have donated before, please consider an increase 
this year. $300 funds two classrooms for a month, or 5 hours of after school violin instruction. If you have 
not yet become a supporter — a gift of $75 funds a year of music education for one child — join us now! 
“Be the Ripple” — now that’s a bumper sticker! 

Virginia Fruchterman, Chair 


